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A Common Retirement Problem 

You deserve a financial plan designed to provide the steady,
predictable retirement checks you’ll need to maintain your
lifestyle without running out of money.

For the last 40-plus years you have been relying on steady paychecks to pay your bills and maintain your lifestyle. 
Do you have a plan to replace your paychecks after you retire? Most people don’t! If this is true for you, you likely 
feel anxious about your future. No one should have to feel this way.

At Plan For Your Goals, I believe you deserve a financial plan designed to provide the steady, predictable retire-
ment checks you’ll need to maintain your lifestyle without running out of money. That can be surprisingly difficult 
to come up with on your own.
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It’s A Catch-22

You want to feel secure that your retirement checks stay steady and predictable. That means you’ll have to 
invest in fixed income products with very low return rates. This puts you at risk to run out of money before you 
die.

You also want to feel confident your investments will be able to grow and provide you with the retirement 
checks you will need later on. That means you’ll have to invest in riskier products whose value goes up and 
down with the stock market. But making withdrawals when values are down can reduce your investment 
balance to a point that ALSO puts you at risk to run out of money before you die.

» 
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It Can Feel Unfair

Because the stock market is unpredictable, you can’t control the value of your investments over time. So, if your 
retirement happens to begin right before or during a down-market period, you’ll need a proven financial plan to 
replace your current paychecks. Without one, you may find yourself being forced to:

Keep working and retire later than you want. It won’t be your fault, but you may find yourself feeling ashamed 
and second-guessing all the hard work you’ve put into preparing for your dream retirement.

Take on a part-time job just to make ends meet. You’ve been a hard worker your whole life, so you will do it 
if necessary. But no one wants to postpone their retirement dreams and be forced to take on a job they don’t 
love just for the money.

Cut back on certain enjoyable activities you may no longer be able to afford. Things like travel, entertain-
ment, dining out, and gym memberships. Though you could survive without these activities, life would be less 
satisfying and fulfilling. 

Take on more investment risk hoping for higher returns. By doing this, you’ll be putting yourself in a position 
to suffer even bigger losses. What if that hole gets a lot deeper because you took the extra financial risk and it 
backfires? You could wind up being a burden to  your family or the government, and nobody wants that.

Abandon your legacy and inheritance goals. Your family will understand, your causes and charities will contin-
ue to exist, but this could leave a hole in your heart that may never get filled.
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The Main Issues to Consider
Before You Retire

How can you be assured that your retirement income will be safe and steady, despite an unpredictable 
stock market?

How can you be assured that your investments will receive the long-term gains required to outpace infla-
tion and provide you with growing retirement checks for the rest of your life?

You need a proven financial plan designed to help you take control of your finances and prepare for your dream 
retirement.

The 4-Bucket Income Plan IS That Plan
The 4-Bucket Income Plan is designed to safely and dependably replace your current paychecks. The process will 
include segmenting your cash and investments into four “buckets” based on the number of years you plan to be 
retired, as well as your income needs, tax qualification, and goals. This plan will supply the checks you need to 
supplement your fixed income from Social Security, pension, or annuity.

» 

» 

PlanForYourGoals.com HOW TO REPLACE YOUR PAYCHECKS AFTER YOU RETIRE | BY DAVID ROBERTS

Here's what the plan looks like...



All of your retirement checks will come from the Pay Bucket. It will be filled with very safe, secure assets that are 
designed to provide an ongoing, five-year supply of checks. The target balance will be maintained through regular 
deposits from the other buckets when investment gains are withdrawn (more on that later). The Pay Bucket will 
consist of financial products that have no exposure to the stock market and minimal exposure to interest rate 
changes. 

Here are the primary financial products you can use to fill the Pay Bucket:

Since the target balance of the Pay Bucket is 5 years of retirement checks, this should provide the flexibility 
needed to avoid making withdrawals during down-market years. You’ll be able to “wait out the storms” and 
avoid selling at a loss.

Imagine always having the next five years of your retirement funded with money that is protected from the up and 
down movements of the stock market. Even if Wall Street crashes and our country goes into recession, you can be 
confident your retirement checks will remain safe and steady. 

This should provide the flexibility needed to avoid making withdrawals
during down-market years. You’ll be able to “wait out the storms”
and avoid selling at a loss.
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Pay Bucket

Cash Bank Cd’s
Short-term Government
Securities Held To Maturity

Fixed, immediate annuities,
also known as SPIAs.
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The Buffer Bucket…

Has a target balance of an additional 5 years of retirement checks. 

Functions as a safety buffer to protect you from a spending shock like uncovered health care expenses or 
long periods without investment gains. 

The Buffer Bucket will consist of financial products that are designed to be stable, with minimal exposure to 
market volatility and interest rate changes. The strategy is intended to help your investments keep pace with 
inflation. Therefore, the target risk profile will be “conservative” to “balanced.” 

Here are the main financial products you can use to fill the Buffer Bucket:

The stable, low volatility character of the Buffer Bucket will enable you to withdraw funds to cover unplanned 
spending shocks, should they occur. Then you can replenish the bucket’s target balance by safely withdrawing 
investment gains from the next two buckets.

The Buffer Bucket will consist of financial products that are designed
to be stable, with minimal exposure to market volatility and interest
rate changes.
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Buffer Bucket

Immediate and deferred 
annuities

Diversified real estate
funds or ETFs

Short and intermediate-term
bond funds or ETFs

Diversified, low-volatility dividend income funds
or ETFs tilted toward very large companies.
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The Growth Bucket:

Has a target balance of 50-60% of the remaining portfolio assets. 

Will be filled with riskier investments designed to receive higher return rates over time. 

Since you won’t need to make withdrawals from this bucket during low or negative return years, the Growth 
Bucket will have the best chance to capture the long-term investment gains you need to have confidence your 
retirement checks will be there later on. This bucket’s strategy is to outpace inflation. Therefore, the target risk 
profile will be “balanced” to “moderate-aggressive.” 

Here are the key financial products you can use to fill the Growth Bucket:

The higher volatility of the Growth Bucket will require patience and diligence when making withdrawals of 
investment gains. Since the Pay and Buffer Buckets can provide your retirement checks during down-market 
years, you’ll have adequate time to wait. Regularly reviewing the investment performance will keep you on top of 
opportunities to withdraw gains and add funds to the "safer" buckets.

The Growth Bucket will have the best chance to capture the long-term
investment gains you need to have confidence your retirement
checks will be there later on.
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Growth Bucket

Diversified growth stock mutual funds
or ETFs tilted toward large companies.

Deferred or variable annuities with a 
diversified, growth strategy.



The 4-Bucket Income Plan is designed to provide retirement checks for
the rest of your life, even if your retirement lasts 40 to 50 years.
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The Aggressive Bucket:

Should contain the remaining portfolio assets once the Growth Bucket is filled.

Works the same as the Growth Bucket but has more aggressive investment products.

Should be given even more time to grow before withdrawing investment gains. 

The strategy for this bucket is to significantly outpace inflation over time. Therefore, the target risk profile will be 
“aggressive.” 

Here are the primary financial products you can use to fill the Aggressive Bucket:

If you are lucky, you may wind up with surplus investment gains in this bucket later on, giving you the opportunity to:

» Increase your retirement living expenses, making your life even more comfortable.

» Make a large purchase you hadn’t planned on that can bring you enjoyment.

» Increase your inheritance and legacy goals, boosting the mark you’ll leave on the world.

» Build a larger cash reserve to give you even more peace of mind that you’re prepared for emergencies later on.

The 4-Bucket Income Plan is designed to provide retirement checks for the rest of your life, even if your retirement 
lasts 40 to 50 years. You can implement it on your own, but doing so may not be easy. If you need help, I’ll be 
happy to coach you virtually so you’ll have a greater chance of success.
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Aggressive Bucket

Diversified growth stock mutual funds or
ETFs tilted toward small and mid-sized
companies.

Individual stocks in companies you feel
have long-term growth potential.



Schedule a Call:
No pressure - let’s talk about your retirement
planning needs and how I can help you work
toward them.

Get the Right Plan:
I’ll help you create a financial plan for your
retirement that is customized to your unique
needs.

Keep Your Plan On Track:
I’ll support you on your financial journey through
regular contact and ongoing education.

You need a steady, reliable income to support your dream retirement - a retirement where you can spend your 
time: 

Traveling to amazing destinations you’ve always wanted to visit.
Pursuing recreational activities that will bring you joy and fulfillment.
Doing the charitable work that will feed your soul and add years to your life.
Spending more time with your family and spoiling your grandkids.
Discovering and purchasing a vacation home where you can relax and be at peace.

This plan helps ensure you the best of both worlds: 
A safe, predictable income for expenses in the short-term.
Long-term market gains on your investments so your savings can last as long as you. 

I can help you execute the 4-Bucket Income Plan so you can more confidently take control of your finances and 
prepare for your dream retirement.

Imagine Your Dream Retirement

Visit PlanForYourGoals.com
to schedule a call today.

Working With Me Is Simple
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The 4-Bucket Income Plan is designed to replace your current paychecks and
give you the income you deserve during your “Golden Years.”
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This is intended for informational purposes only and should not be used as the primary basis for an investment decision. Consult a financial 

professional for your personal situation.

This is a hypothetical example for illustrative purposes only. It is not intended to reflect the actual performance of any security. The rates of 

return do not represent any actual investment and cannot be guaranteed. Investing involves risk. Depending on the types of investments, there 

may be varying degrees of risk. Investors should be prepared to bear loss, including total loss of principal. 

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a broker-dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 

services offered through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge, Plan For Your Goals, and 

SmartPro Financial are not affiliated.




